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'l'IIC ('Ar' l'I r:. TRE:--1'/\SS ACT, I X7 I 

As on the 2l .\ugnst 1996 
1AC:T Nn. I OF 1871) 

[ 131!, Jr11111ary. 1871} 

An Act tn l·,,n,,,lidutc and am ·11d t hc law. rclut inc to 
Callie. 

WHEREAS it is expcd icnr lo t·\~n$,·,lid:1.1c and :in1e•,d t hc luw 
relating lo i rcspns-cs by cu t t lc ; 

fl is hereby enacted a!, Iol lows :-

CHAPTER 

PllELIMlNAH.Y 

'[I . (l) Thi~ act may h.: called tlw Cnrt lc-t rcxpass Act. 1871; ;;1,d 

11 r, cxr.nds 1,, rhc whole ,,r J11di,1 except 2[thc .crrit or ics which 
unrnediatcly before the I ,t November. 1956, were cornpri-cd in Part n 
Srn,cs}, ·and the Prcsidcucy-iowns and such local nrcus ; , the S1::,l' 
Government, by n ot ificut inn in the Ollit:i:i.l Gazcttc , iuuy i'ro m time 
~o time exclude l'r,1:11 its ,,p~·raril111. 

1.: * 

2. (Repca! of'Acts. R,'.fer(11N.1 1c1 rcpealed Art s t, Ut·J>. hy 1/u 
Repealing Acr, /938 (J of IC/38). 

3. l,1 this Act, Interpretatiou 
c lause. 

· 'oflkcr of' po lice" inc: udcs uls« village-wuichn . .i n, and "c.1ttk" 
i.,clL;dc :.11:-.n clcph-u:v, carnelv, huffa lc.e s. horses, mares, geldings, 
ponies, colts, fillies, mules, assess, pigs, rams, ewes. sheep, lambs, 
oat~ and kids, "[ttndJ 

~["local authority" means any bndy c. f persons for the time being
invested by law with the control and adruinist ration of any matters 
within a specified locai area, und 

l. Suby. bv Act , lo( 1891.s. l.fo,· thooriRinnls. l. 

2. Subs. by the Adaptation of Laws (No. 2) Order, 1956, for "Purl n Stmes". 
3. Su').S.:;tin Ol rc,». by vet f•) ,;r !'Ji I, s. 3 a nd Sch. H. 

4. Ins. l>y Act l of 1891'~. ::!. 
5. Oi. definition ins. 3(28) of the General Clauses Act. I S~7 (10 oi 1897) \•,hich 

applies to nll Act» passed after the 14th Juauary, I 887. 

http:t�\~n$,�,lid:1.1c
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Establ ishmcnt 
of rounds. 

Control of 
po unds, Rates 
of charge for 
fccdin.a im­
p0undcd cattle. 
Appointment of 
p0 und-keepers. 

Po und-kecprs 
,nay ho id other 
offices. 

Pou'nd-kcepe-rs 
to be public 
servants. 

To ~P re1mters 
aod Iurnish 
returns. · 

To register 
selzure s , 

"kicuJ fund" means any fund under the control or management 
of a Io cul authority.] 

' CHAPTER TI 

POUNDS AND POUND·KEEPERS 

4. Pounds shall he established at such places as the Magistrate 
of the District, subject l.> r hc general control of the State Govern­
morn, from time to rime directs. 

The village by which every pound is to be used shall be deter mined 
by the Magist rate cf tbc District. 

5. The p<HIIH.I:, shall be under the control 0f the Mugistratc or the 
District: a11J he shnll lix. and mav from time to time alter. the rares of 
charge for feeding and watering ·impounded cattle. · 

1f6. The S1~1tc Government shall appoint a pound-keeper for every 
pou lHL 

Any pound-keeper may hold simultaneously any other office under 
the Government. 

Every pound-keeper shall be deemed to be a public servant with in 
tbe meaning or the Indian Penal Code. 45 of t860. 

Duties ofPound-keepers 

7. Every pound-keeper shall keep such registers and furnish such 
returns as the State Government from time to time directs. 

S. When cattle ti!',' brought to u pound, the pound-keeper shall 
enter in his register-

(a) t]1c number and description of the animal•• , 

(b) the day and 110ur on and at which they were so hrought, 

--- ---·--·-----·-·-------·-----------
1. Subs. by the A.O. 1937. 
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(c) the name and residence of the seizure, and 

(d) the name and residence of the owners, it' known, 

nnd shull 1.!.1\t· the ,ci111n: or his ;1ge111 a copy ol the entry. 

9. The pound-keeper shall take charge of, Iced and water the cattle 
until they are disposed of a~ hereinafter directed. 

CHAPTER JIT 

CM POUNDiNG CATTLE 

10. The cultivator or occupier of any lancl,--

or any person who has advanced cash t'or the cultivation of the crop 
or prod ucc on any land, 

or the vcudce or mortgngce of.\uch crop or produce or any part there-
of, 

may seize or cause to be seized any cattle trespassing 011 such land, 
and doiug damage thereto or to any crop or produce thereon, and 
1[send them or cause them to be sent within twenty four hours] to 
the pound established for the ,·iJlage in which the land is situate. 

All ofliccrs of police shull, when required, aid in preventing (a) re­
si-tuncc to such seizures, and (/J) rescues from persons making such 
seizures . 

~I I. Persons in charge or public roads, plcusurc-g rounds, planta­
tions, canulx. drainage-works, embankments and the like and officers 
of police, may seize or cause Lt) bi; seized any canlc doing damage to such 
roads, grounds, plantations, canals, drainngc.worj-«, embankments and 
the like, or the sides or s iopes of such roads, canals, drainage-works or 
embankments or found straying thereon. 

and sha II :1fscnd them or cause them to be sent· within twenty four 
hours] to the nearest pound. 

'(12. For every head of cattle impounded as aforesaid. the pound­
keeper shall levy a fine in accordance with the scale for the time being pre­
scribed by the State Government in this behalf by notification in the Official 
Gazette. Different scale~ may bl' prescribed for dif."ercnt local areas. 

1. Subs. by Act t of 1891, ~. 3 for "take t hcm or cu use them to he 
takco without unnecessary deli:)··. 

., 
As to tho applicario n of s. I J to fc1rcsts see the Ind i.m l-ore~1 Act. 
1927 ()7 of 1927) s. 70: to R:tilw,:tys. sec the Indian l{,:ilways Acr,
J 89 (9 of I 890), s. J 25(4). 

3. Subs. by Act 1 ,r I ·DI, s. -1, ro, ."t:i~e them wu'io ut unuccessu ry
delay... 

4. Subs. by Act 17 of 1921, s. ~ for the lHirin:,.J ~. l :?, see also s. 71 
of the Indian Forest Act, 19,'7. 

To take charge 
ofaod feed 
cuttle. 

Cattle dan1ap.ing 
Jaod. 

Poli.;c aid 
sci-iurcs. 

Cattle damagjng 
public roads, 
canals and em­
bankments. 

floes for cattle 
irnpo undcd, 
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List or llnc6 nnd 
chnrses for 
feed in&. 

Procedure when 
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charges. 
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cattle be not 
claimed within 
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Deli"cry IO 
owner disputing
lcgalit y of 
seizure but 
m::ikin~ deposit 

Proccd urc when 
owner refuses 
or omits to pay 
the fines and 
CX~II\CS, 
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All fines so levied shall be sent to the Magistrate ofi.hcbistrict through 
such officer as the State Government may direct. 

A li~t or till' lin<'s ancl of 1hr. nucs ol'cfluq~,; fol' l'cl!di11g und wutcring 
cattle shall be posted in a conspicuous place on or meat tu every pound.] 

CHAPTER JV 

l>FLIVFRY OR S/\LE OF C/\'ITLE 

. 13. 1r the owner or the impounded caulc or his agent appear and 
cla1111 tile l:tttt/c~ the pound-keeper shall deliver them to him on payment 
of the fines and charges incurred in respect or such cuttle. 

The owner or hi:-- agent, on taking back the cattle. shall sign u receipt 
for them in the register kept by the pound-keeper. 

14. JI' the cattle be nut claimed within seven days from the date of' 
~heir being impounded, the pound-keeper shall report thc f'act to the officer 
1n charge of the nearest police-station, or to such other officer as the 

1fclgistrate or the District appoints in this behalf. 

Such officer ~h:111 thereupon stick up in a conspicuous part 0f his office 
a notice stating- · 

(a) the number and description or the cattle, 
(b) the place where they were seized, 
(<') the place where they are impounded 

and shall cuasc proclamation of the same to be made by beat of drum 
in the village and at the market-place nearest to the place of seizures. 

If the cattle be not claimed within seven days from the date of the 
notice, they shul! be sold by public auction by t he said officer, or an 
officer or his establishment deputed for that purpose, at such place and 
time and subject to such conditions as the Magistrate of the District 
by general or special order from time to time directs , 

Provided that if any such cattle arc, in the opinion or the '\lagistrate 
or the District, not likely to fetch a l'air price ii' sold us ul'orcsaid. they 
may be disposed or in such manner as he thinks fit. 

15. tr t-hc owner or hi!> agent appeurs and refuses to pay the said 
fines and 1:X[)l'IhCS. on the ground t hat Litt· seizure was illc,:~1. and that 
the owner is about to mnkc a complaint' under section 20. then. upon 
lcpoxi; or the fin..:~ and charge» incurred iii rc~pccf of tin:' ca tile, the cattle 
shall he rle livcrvd to him. 

16. If ti',(' owner or i,,, agent nnpcars and refuses or omit to pay or 
(in thc cusc mcnuoucd in section 15) to deposit the said fine, and expenses, 
the cattle, or as many of t hcrn n:- may be necessary. ~hall be sold by public 
unction by ::.11<.:h officer al such place and 11111c, and subject Lll -uch 
conditions, as a'.·,: r:r.:rr~ I Lo in section l4. 



. .,-,.. 

The fines Jc viable ar.d the expenses: of feeding and watering, together 
with the expenses of sale, if any, shall be deducted from the proceeds of 
the sale, · ;-, ·· ·· · ,, ·i 

'Ibo ·rcnrnininr, cuttle nn<l the bnlnuce of the pwchMC·fO<>ney if any, 
shall be delivered to the owner or his agent, together with an account 

:,showing-, . 
, : 

(o) the number of cattle seized. · • I 

(b) the rime during which they have beer, impounded. 
. ' 

: (~)' the amount of fines-and charges incurred; 

(d) the number of cattle sold, 1 

(e) the proceeds of sale,: and, 

Jf) the r~~nber in which Jhose proceeds have been dispo, cd of: 

. The owner or bis agent shall give a receipt for the cattle delivered to 
him and for the balance of the purchase-money (i~~Ry.) p~id to him : accord­

. ing to such 'account.. 

17 The officer by whom \tic sd,e 1"21~ .masde sbaJ, send co lt,e Mrtg!s­
trate of the District the fines so deducted. -·, 

The changes'for feeding and watering deducted ~oder section 16 shall 
be paid over to the pc und-keeper , who shall also retain and appropriate 
all sums received by him on account of such charges under section, 13 

I : '•.,.. : "" • 'j :• ' r ' ' ••' • : ,•• ~ • 

: j '. : • ' ~ • • • ' • •. •• ' : • • • : ";. .••• ~- :<·.. . ; . 
. ''Tue surplus unclaimed proceeds of the sare of cattle shall be sent to 

the Magistrate of the District, who.shall.hold them in deposit for three 
months, and if no claim thereto be preferred and established within that 
period, shall at its expiry , 2,(be _ . deemed to bold tbcm as part of the 
revenues of the State.] 

is.·.; r~;;;icaiion, offin~s 077d 11ncloirnPdP"O~~;d~ of' sa,~l'Rep· l:h t'hc 
A.O., 1937. 

· . : 19:.: No officerof'poflce, or other officer orpourio.:R~ apppo~Cited 
·u·o~er the provi~~on·s th':'~in contain,ed -s_h~Jfi _dj~~7fly, or- i.~<!frcct!Y,:J?UT· 
hasc ony 'cattle at-a sale under this Act.'," · · · · - · · · · ·' ' · · 

J .:?·-::,'N_o 'pourid-keeper shall releese or deliver afly'·· i.n,poun9ed-catti~ other 
-. ; wise · than -in accordance ·with: the fornicr. part: ··of tliis · 'C~aptei, :: unless 

such release or delivery is ordered by a,Magistiat-e 'or Ci.v1T'Conrt;- · : 
----- • 

Dcdoctio:n of 
fines and 
~ 

. •• r 
Jlerelpts: - • 

f,jspoAlof 
flDCs cxpcei.::s 
sod surplas·· 
proceed.0f S3 le. 

•, ·-· . ._r, 
'1:...:-' :.:·:·· :· c-

't 

• ._ : :. r 
-.:. ';, ...• :· .. : •. ,, •.. 

Officers and 
Pound-kcepc:rsl 
not to purchase 
cattle at sale 
tllldcr Act. 
Pound-keepers 
when not to 
release im­
pe1111dcd cattle. 
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COMPLAINTS OP ILLEGAL SE(?:URE OR DE fENT-.1.0N 
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J.c , ,,;i :20;, i'Any:·porS'i)I\ whn~c cattle Imvebecn seized nntlur·.LlJis A:cl, or, 

•., •) ,.,·,:"': 1~ ,.~ ;.-- . ·~having been so seized, have been 'detained in contravention of this Act, 
I ~,1,• ,•• f may, at uoy time within ten days from the date of the seizure, make a 

complaint Lo the Magistrate of tile District or any Magistrate authorised 
to receive and try charges without reference by. the Magistrate of the 
District. 

Procedure of 21. Tl~~·~~fuplainl shall be made ·by.tlie.complaint in ·person, or by 
complaint. an agent personally acquainted, w,iJh the ci.r~!ilmstances. I~ may be either 

in writing or verbal. Ii it be verbal, -the substance of it shall' be taken 
down in writing by the Magistaratc. .. 

.•. '°ii • 

If the Magistrate, on examining the complainant or bis agent, 
:.cc:. reason to believe, the cornplaint mbe-well founded, he shall summon 
the person complained against, and make an inquiry into lhc case. 

0 
"' " ••j I ! ll J O' " + ., '• • !

Coroponsa lion 22. 1f the seizure or' detention be adjudged illegal, the Magistratefor illogal seizure , ~~~1.J. ~,~ard. to. the ,;:01~~p,la,.ii;iaqt1. (or the. loss ca_u~ed, b,>" .il)e seizure oror dereption; 
detention, reascnablc cor1~ensa.u.90,., not. ~1<cceq1,o.g.~.ne.~u11C,._rcd ~ut?,e.es,

"tobe paid by the person who madethe seizure or detained the ,cl:lt.tlc, 
together with all fines paid and expenses incurred by the complainant in 

~ - . ,. . . procuring the release of the cattle, 
•' . , • ': ' ' 1 \ ' • • ' ", ,. I I. ~ •. , \ •f .' 

," \\ .•.:.,~. ! .,-,, I , 

Ro1eascor and, if the cattle have not beeli r'eleas'eci, t·he Magistrate 'shall; be­
c!'lttle,· · ·1• sides awarding such compensation, order their release and di reel that the 

-fincs,andc.xpcns.csJ9v1:1ble under this Act shalt ,b:! paid by-ehc 'Person who 
Ju:id~ the,' seizure 'or, detained the« cattle.... ·1·. , • • • • • , ••. . . ~ ' ' . . . . . . . 

f ·,, I,' • ' • : : :••·•,I ' I • • '' ,II
Recovery of ·z3. The compensation, fines and expense; mentioned in section 22compensation. ·may be recovered as if they were fines i_mp_osed.. by the ~~gi_strate.1 

,• •• ~ • r •: ••: • 1 ' t t ~ • • ,·., 'c I ' • ! ' "' fl :, : r • ,·' • I • ' : •~• • '" 

.loo I 
,,, , • J '. -, 1 'ca:~1rr.F;~.:.'V.t' . · ..· : ': . '. :•1 •• 

'' • I 

~ . . PENALTIES 
Penalty for 
forcibly OPPOsing 24. Whoever forcibly opposes the seizure of cattle I iablc to be seizedtho seizure of under-this. Act, · . . · , -. · , · . · ·. · , -.. .•. ; · cattle or 
rescuing the 
same. 

. .. .. ·; , . , . .and whoever.rescues .the san1·! after-scizuce, either from u: pound, or 
: •.• f ..from ap.y.riersoti taking qr about to, take them to a pound, .such p:{SOJl 

being near at hand and acting under the powers conferred by this Act. .1. -
t 

••••'\ 't J 

,.sh,a,11,qn·conyic,tio(l before n fyi;igistr.atc,' be punished with imprispnmenl 
,fo~ a peri,od~ not exceeding six ;m.Qnths, -orwith fine not- exceeding jve 
bundred-rupees, or with. both, 

1, .Subs, fo.r .t)l,~ originil Cll· ,y by,,As;t I of.1,891; 8, G, 

http:ut?,e.es
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:: • • 115.· ·A~:Y ~~c \rnposcd. 2runder the 11~xt fo}low~p.g section or) for the Recovery of 
penalty for mis ..offence of i:r:i1stq_1ef · by causmg cattle to t~~spa~s ~ ~~a·,w land may be · ;e­ chief committed -covercd by sale of all or any of the cattle by which the trespass was by causing 

committed, whether they were seized in th ; act of trespassing or not, cattle to trespass. 
and whether they arc the properly MI 11·c1[)Crso11 convicted of Lile offence 
or were only in his charge when the trespass was cornmitcd. 

·•• ; • . I. I 

Penalty for . 26. Any; owner or keeper of pigs w.i», .Lhr9ttJI~ neglect or otherwise . damage tau~ damages or causes or permits to b! j t n \1~:1 any, ia.nd.; oc any c,r.op_ pr '·.'io·rand or crp~ 
produce of land, or any public road, by allowing such' pigs' to trespass · or public roads· 
.t~ereon .sha,11, ~~ conviction before. a Magistrate.b» punished with fine 'by ~i~~· . : .- : 

· .. no,: c~f~e~m.Jt !e~1r_up,ec~. , · ·;. ,,
1 

,.· ••• . ' 

·//· : 3fThe ~~a~e \J.o"'.ecnn1qpt, by notifjcqti~n ii the· Qll~cial Gazette, 
may frqm· tnnc to time,,'witlbe!ip::ct to auy local area spcclficd in the 
notification, direct that the foregoing portion of this section. shall be 
read as if it had reference to cattle generally, or to cattle of a ,kind des­
cribed in the notification, i nstead of to pigs only, or as if the words «fifty 
rupees" were substituted for the words "ten rupees" or o.~ if there were 
both' such reference· and "such suhsfiution.] ' · ',' •' •1 

Penalty on27. Any pound-keeper releasing or purchasing or delivering cattle po und-keeper: · -contrary to-tlie provisions of-section 19 or omitting to provide any im­ fa ilina to pee­
pounded cattle with sufficient food and water; ,QrJfailing to perform any form duties. 
~f the other duties imposed upon him by this A.qt, shall over and above 
-any other penalty towhich be may be liable be punished, on' conviction 
.before a Magistrate, with fine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

Such fines may be recovered by deductions from the pound-keeper 
-salary. 

28. All fines recovered under sectio i ?.,. s rcti o a 26 or section 27 Application of 
floes recoveredmay be appropriated in whole or in put a,; cornpcrrrat ion for loss or under ,ectio~ 

damage proved to the satisfaction of tln convicting Magistrate. 2S, 26 or 27. 

CHAPTER vn 
SU1TS FOR COMPENSATION 

Saving or right29. Nothing herein contained prohibits any person whose crops or to sue forother produce of land have been damaged by trespass of cattle Iro m suing compensationfor compensation in any competent Court. 

-- -·-------------------~----- 
l. A~ to the upplication of s. 25 in the case of Cattle trespas.sina 011 a 

railway, 1·c~ tho fojian R<1ihvly3 Act, 1890 (9 of 1890), s. l 2S(3). 

2. Inii. by Ai;t 1 of 1891, s. 7. 

3. Ins. by s. 8 ibid. 
4. Tho last paragraph of a, 26 rep. by Act 10 or 1914. 

http:c~f~e~m.Jt
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Set-off•.. 30. Any compensation paid to such per-son under this ~ct, by order 
. of 'the convicting Magistrate shall be set-off and .deducted 'from any sum 
.cJnim~d by or awarded to, him '3S compensation in,soch·suit.. ·1·, 

• ,1'•l[CHAPTER vur 
SUPPLEMENTAL 

:Po 'Wot' fo I' StD.tc: 31, Tl,c st'otl Govcrr rr cnt rr.ny, Irr m ti~c to time by" notificatjonOovornmo,nt to in th,c: Official Gazcttc,-;-t.ramr« co.r14 j n 
functions to 
local authority (a) transfer to any local authority within any part of the territories 
and direct credit under its administration in which this Act isin operation,of surplus 
.receipts to local all or any of the functions of the State Government-or the 
t\ind. Magistrate of the District under this Act, within the local 

' ,. area subject to 'the jurisdiction of the local authority. . 

* * * " 
I • 

[SCl!EDULEJ-R('fl. by the-Repeating Act, 1938 ( I of J 938)}. 

• '1 , .••••• f ...... -_. l. Ch. vm was added by Act l of 1891, s. 9. 

2 .. : CI. (b) rep. ,rxtrtiai1y -by Ac1 1,0 ...-f J9l 4 ;;o cl partfonl by. th A.O. 1937. 

....•... ;• 

••.•.• : : ;of;i· ~ •• , .1 .•..• 

' •. ..-. ': ..• - t' ' 

29249-D.A.H.--H.G.P. Cbr1. 
·- .. ,. ' 
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